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Dignity Toilets for Togo

Togo is one of Africa’s smallest nations—and one of the poorest. It is slightly smaller than the state of West
Virginia. It lies between Ghana to the west and Benin to the east and borders the Gulf of Guinea. It has an esti-
mated population of 6.2 million people. Approximately one half live below the international poverty line of $1.25
a day. In 2002 the average minimum wage job paid §20—$33 a month.

The HIV/AIDS rate for 15-49 year olds, according to the United Na-

tions, is six percent..

There is a village of 1200, ZOGBEDJI kegue, that lies about an hour
away from the nation’s capital, but unlike Lome’ with its hotels and thriv-
ing businesses, in this village there is no indoor plumbing, many do not
have electricity and because of annual floods (which they call “big water”)
that take out the streets, septic systems do not function. There are no
outhouses for the same reason.

Bedi Taouvik Boukari—Taouvik to his friends—lives in ZOGBED]I
kegue. He is 28 according to his passport and 32 according to his family.
He graduated from secondary school speaking French and his native lan-
guage and taught himself English. He is an ironworker. I met him
through a correspondence site about five years ago.

In the first three years that I knew him, Tao never asked for money and
never complained, so it was a surptise one day when he said he was tired of
having to go to the bushes. I asked what he meant and he explained that with
no sanitation facilities the majority in his village went into the bushes to go to
the bathroom. It is a practice that has gone on for generations.

In villages such as Tao’s, having to find a secluded area that someone else
has not found can be a challenge at times, requiring people to wander further
and further out. Itis also known that women are some times raped in the
bushes . The excrement goes into the ground water and flies landing on it can
carry bacteria back to the village homes. Cleatly something needed to be

done. 1 checked on self-composting toilets and found the manufactured ones
cost over $1,000

I told Tao my findings. He said he would check and see what he could find. One of his friends’ father works
for the government and Tao asked the man if he could help. The father found a set of plans that had been devel-
oped by the government for a concrete, self-composting toilet and gave us a copy of the plans. The first one we
built cost about $450. People noticed it and we began to get requests from other families to build one for them.
(We currently have a waiting list of eleven familics).

Over the past couple years, Tao has managed to refine the design to make them less expensive to construct and
we require every family to participate in some way to have an ownership in it.



Each family provides materials, labor or— in the case of an eldetly woman and her son -food for the workers.
This gives each family a sense of ownership and also helps reduce our construction costs.

The process runs the same every time. We go to the selected family and ask if they have the materials ready.
(While they are waiting, families will gather materials as they can: sand, gravel, and even concrete blocks).

A site is selected and the workers mix sand, gravel and concrete togethet on the ground. It is shoveled into
forms and the concrete bricks are set in the sun to dry. Rebar is put together for the base. A concrete pad is
poured while the bricks dry. The two chamber base is then set. Next a concrete beam is set and the floor installed.
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The floor is poured in three sections with holes precast for the squat toilet openings.



Once installed, the cabinet is built on top.

When the cabinet has been finished, a corru-
gated metal roof is added.




We add a door and add the squat toilets. A plumber runs
drain lines for the water and vent pipes for the gasses.

Some families
add a broken tile
mosaic to make

it a bit nicer
inside and out.

Steps are poured and we are almost done.



The family will use one side for six months and
then switch to the other chamber. The compost-
ing will take place with an enzyme added and heat
from the sun.

Fach chamber
is sealed with a
metal plate that
has been painted
black and secured
in place with con-
crete around the

edges.

Each Dignity
Toilet is marked with a
number and then the
father is called to in-
spect it for his family.

This is the Odah
family , proud owners

of our latest effort,

The cost varies, but averages
$350 per Dignity Toilet plus $50 for
labor.  With your help we can give
a better life to families like these.




The Ouro Djobo family September, 2016

plumber +materials=20 000fr

Carpenter +marterials= 21 000ft

Back door and painting =15 000fr

Irons = 11 000fr

Gravels = 10 000fr

Cement = 52 000fr

Fabrications manufactures of bricks 4 000fr
Transport 5000fr

TOTAL= 163 000R

Bricklayer = 25 000fr



ODAH Fanu family October, 2016

contributed with some matireals, like sand, bricks, and few gravels,
we D-T 7

we complete with

bricklayer = 25 000 fr

plumber +materials = 19 000 fr
carpenter +materials = 20 000fx
cements 10packets * 4000fr = 40 000fr
gravels = 5 000fr

irons = 11 000 fr

backdoor = 15 000

transport of materials = 7 000 fr

all is TOTAL = 142 000ft



EAMILY: MADJO KOMLAN Bruno
Materials and workers amounts
Bricklayer: 25 O00Fr

Plumber: 14 000Fr

Carpenter: 15 000Fr

Irons: 9000Fr

Back door: 15000Fr

All cost TOTAL: 78000Fr

The family contributed with sand, gravels, and bricks, cements

¥




FAMMILY: ADOI AWAL

Materials and worker amounts

Bricklayer: 25 000Fr

Plumber: 14 000Fr

Carpenter: 15 O00Fr

irons: S000Fr

Back door: 15000Fr

Cements 14packets *4200Fr = 58800Fr

Ali costs TOTAL: 136800Fr

The family contributed with sand, gravels, and bricks

All the work from start until end of work took 20days




is r

Bricklayer: 30 O00Fr

Plumber: 17 000Fr

Carpenter: 7500fr

trons: 18 O0OFr

Back door: 5000Fr

Cements 14packets *4000Fr = 56 D0OFr
Paints walls of WC: 5000fr

Transport of materials: 10 Q00Fr

All costs TOTAL: 148500Fr

The family contributed with sand, gravels, and bricks All the work took 21days




Example of materials receipts needed to build a Dignity Toilet
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